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HIGH NOON’S WESTERN  AMERICANA  WEEKEND 

FALLS  NOTHING  SHORT OF SPECTACULAR

Phoenix, AZ – Billed as the largest and most important celebration of all that represents the rich history and heritage of the American Old West, High Noon’s Western Americana weekend celebration, held in Phoenix on January 25th, 26th and 27th of this year, fell nothing short of it’s spectacular reputation. For three solid days, High Noon of Los Angeles transformed the Phoenix Convention Center into a magical place where thousands of people came to relive the mystery, the magic and history of the Old West.

Upon walking in to the impressive lobby of the Convention Center, visitors were immediately embraced by a virtual Hollywood set created specifically for the Friday evening fundraising gala for the Phoenix Art Museum whimsically called High Noon After Dark. (Proceeds went to benefit the Phoenix Art Museum’s Western Art Acquisition Fund).(I NEED A PHOTO OF FRIDAY EVENING TO INSERT HERE) Hundreds of people paying upwards of $85 per person spent the evening dining inside the High Noon Saloon, listening and dancing to live music and having their pictures taken alongside Nellybelle II and Trigger’s Revenge from the Roy Rogers & Dale Evans Museum in Branson, MO.  The most important event of this evening however was the exclusive opportunity to shop the over 200 exhibitors at the High Noon Western Americana Show and Sale which would not open to the general public until Saturday morning. Attendees also had the opportunity to privately preview the over 400 items that would come on the block Saturday evening at the world-renowned High Noon Western Americana Auction. 

Saturday morning found a line of anxious shoppers from across the country wrapped around the outside of the Convention Center waiting for the doors to open to the largest Western Americana show and sale in the country. The massive exhibit hall came alive with the energy of the Old West as aisle after aisle was filled with the finest in art, antiques, jewelry, clothing, saddles & spurs – anything and everything representative of this magical time in US history was on display. (I NEED A PHOTO OR TWO HERE) In an era when specialty and trade shows are struggling to maintain attendance, High Noon’s 2008 Western Americana Show experienced its largest attendance in its 18 years with several thousand attendees over two-days, filling the convention center — a testament to the power of and passion for the genre.

AND ON SATURDAY EVENING, THE MUCH ANTICIPATED WESTERN AMERICANA AUCTION witnessed spirited bidding from a packed audience who competed with determined telephone and internet bidders for

some 420 lots of the finest in art, cowboy, western, Hollywood and American Indian artifacts - earning in excess of $2.3 million! For almost two decades, High Noon’s auctions have been setting records and bringing to the block the most coveted items representing our Western heritage. 

The Cowboy, Western and Charro winners —

The big winner of the evening was the much anticipated Edward H. Bohlin “Machris” saddle ensemble with matching Spurs & Gunbelt (Photo). This circa 1940 sterling silver and gold pictorial saddle outfit originally sold in 1941 for approximately $1,300. Flash forward just some 67 years, this marvelous ensemble soared past estimate selling to a floor bidder for $129,500! 

Historic saddles, always a staple of the annual High Noon sale, did not disappoint as an important early Sacramento, California saddle made by J.P. Mason in the 1868-69 late gold rush period brought $28,750 while a silver filigreed Brydon Bros saddle from legendary Los Angeles saddlery brought the same.   

Overall, the Cowboy, Western and Charro offerings perfomed extremely well. Lot 350, touted as the Holy Grail of spur collecting, was a pair of Phillips & Gutierrez, Cheyene Spurs, circa 1916-1919. (Photo) Auctioneer Troy Black opened the bidding on these spurs at $15,000 to engage the crowd. Not necessary as the final selling price quickly escalated to $51,750. Following shortly thereafter and earning almost same money was a set of Qualey Bros. Bit & Spurs which sold for $50,650.

From master braider Luis B. Ortega was an important set of Santa Ynez reins. Coming to the block from the personal collection of Lou Kosloff, the set sold for $23,000. A Deerlodge Horsehair Bridle came in at $14,950 and an A.J. Schell bridle and bit performed nicely earning $16,100.

The Western Art—

Each year, High Noon’s sale features a diversified selection of fine Western art and this year was no exception as the LA based company established five (5) current auction records for artists Burt Proctor, Lon Megargee, John Marchand, R. Farrington Elwell and Eric Michaels. The sale also registered strong results on works by Western artists Olaf Weighorst, Martin Grelle, Fred Fellows and Arizona’s beloved, Joe Beeler. 

The bidding opened at $40,000 on Los Charros, (Photo) a signed oil on canvas by Olaf Weighorst (1899-1988) sold over high estimate for $86,250. Burt Proctor’s signed oil on canvas entitled Cowboy Horse Roundup was expected to earn $20,000 on the high side. The bidding opened at $15,000 and determined competition drove the final sale price on this work to $31,625. Also surpassing high estimate was Big Trouble by R. Farrington Elwell (1872-1962). Opening at low estimate of $10,000, this work quickly soared to hammer at $19,550. A very exciting result was had on a signed oil on canvas by Lon Megargee (1883-1960). Entitled The Siesta, this work sold to a floor bidder for $27,025.

The most anticipated art offering of the evening disappointed no one with its performance. Renowned member of the Cowboy Artists of America, Martin Grelle (b 1954) was represented with his stunning signed oil on canvas entitled Through the Valley (Photo). The bidding opened at $30,000 and quickly the increments escalated higher and higher, stalling for a short time at $85,000. Auctioneer Black paused for a moment then kept asking for more. The crowd responded with a flurry of bidding driving the final sale price well over high estimate to $126,500.

And now it was time for a bit of Hollywood—

High Noon’s auctions always feature lots from the extremely desirable world of the silver screen’s interpretation of the American Old West. This year saw items from Butch Cassidy, Roy Rogers and John Wayne to mention just a few. Highlighting the results of this category was John Wayne’s single spur from Edward H. Bohlin which sold for $23,500. The popularity of Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (or maybe it’s just Redford and Newman…) haven’t diminished in the least. The gray wool jacket and vest Paul Newman donned in the film brought $17,250 (Photo) while the coat worn by Redford in the film sold for $13,800. Wild Bill Elliott’s Stetson hat earned a very respectable $12,075 while Roy Rogers fringed Nudies shirt fetched $7,475.

The Power of Native American—

This year’s auction saw some impressive Native American works which brought equally incredible and deserving dollars. Surpassing all expectations was a stunning 1880s Navajo Pictorial Germantown blanket (Photo).  Estimated to bring $50,000 on the high side, bidding opened at $35,000. It was only a matter of minutes that this incredible work escalated to the winning price of $74,750 going to a thrilled floor bidder.

An amazing pair of Sioux Child’s beaded pictorial pants (photo) sold for $24,150 and a Sioux pictorial beaded and fringed jacket brought a very respectable $12,650.

High Noon 2009: Mark the date —

Look for High Noon’s 2009 Western Americana Weekend to be even more spectacular than this years. The event will once again be held in Phoenix (AZ) at the Phoenix Convention Center on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, February 6, 7 and 8. Don’t miss the opportunity to immerse yourself in a compelling journey back in time to relive and own a piece of the mysterious, magical and romantic American Old West. High Noon: (310) 202-9010 • www.highnoon.com

