2005 High Noon Western Americana Show & Auction RECAP

High Noon wrapped it’s 15th annual Western Americana Show & Auction, the weekend of Jan 22-23, 2005, in its spacious, convenient and comfortable new venue at the Phoenix Civic Plaza and adjacent Hyatt Regency with elevated attendance and a robust Saturday evening auction that featured impressive results highlighted by an Edward H. Bohlin silver mounted youth saddle selling for $95,200, an Olaf Wieghorst (1899-1988) Oil Painting for $75,000, plus spirited bidding on a wide variety of western artifacts including famous Hollywood Movie and TV cowboy memorabilia. However, the surprise of the sale, and undoubtedly a new world’s record was price set by the winning bid on a stunning, 3-color gold filigreed Belt Buckle made for Edward H. Bohlin, the Saddlemaker to the Stars himself, at nearly $30K!

Linda Kohn, co-owner of the Los Angeles based gallery and auction house reported positive feedback from most of the 300 show dealers who expressed overall exuberance over the move to the upscale downtown Phoenix location after 12 years in nearby Mesa.  “Both dealers and public alike loved the expanded space, the addition of more varied material available at the show and the pizzazz of the downtown Phoenix area,” Kohn said.  

Cliff Logan, a Fine Western Art dealer from Austin, TX says, “This was my best show in 10 years!”  A veteran High Noon dealer, Cliff expanded his stunning booth by combining historical cowboy and Mexican artifacts with art from deceased Western artists.  Ron Soodalter of New York was a first time vendor, up to now a collector only.  He filled his booth with a bounty of ten gallon and Tom Mix-style cowboy hats, each with intricately designed hatbands.   

Bob Nelson, owner of both the Nelson Museum of the West in Cheyenne, WY and Manitou Gallery in Santa Fe was pleased.  “It’s great to see so many more new faces in Phoenix, folks from Carefree, Scottsdale and many from Phoenix proper.”  Even Mike Kokin of Sherwood’s Spirit of Americana in Santa Fe told of his great Sunday afternoon experiences.  

High Noon carefully combines the two-day show and Saturday night’s auction for a balance that allows public from across the United States and abroad to participate in the broad range of material.

High Noon’s Saturday evening auction featured a diverse array of Fine Western Art, American Indian textiles & beadwork plus their traditional blend of cowboy artifacts dating from the late 1800’s through the mythic Hollywood cowboy period of the 40’s, 50’s and 60’s.    

Always a genre favorite, John Wayne’s Colt Single Action used by the western icon in the 1962 John Ford classic, Liberty Valence, fetched $20,160, while Duke’s Shotguns and “Old Betsy” Derringer from the 1971 Big Jake, tripled the high estimate at $27,440. Richard Boone’s “Have Gun Will Travel” TV series Remington Derringer and 7 ½” Colt S.A. also generated spirited bidding going to a Lone Pine, California museum on a final bid of $15,680. Bonanza, the ever popular, 1960’s series starring Lorne Green, Michael Landon (Little Joe) and Dan Blocker (Hoss) did hit the proverbial “Bonanza” when each of its stars guns, used in the series, knocked-down on a final bid of $24,640 (est. $5000-7500).  
Other noteworthy sales in this category included Tex Ritter’s personal silver mounted show saddle at $21,840, Robert Redford’s exquisite rhinestone & gold thread blue gabardine embroidered suit & boots from the popular, 1970’s movie “Electric Horseman”. Co-starring Jane Fonda, the opulent outfit was made by the legendary North Hollywood Tailor, Nudie Cohen for a sum purportedly in excess of $20,000 but sold to the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City at a reasonable, $10,080.  

Silver mounted Cowboy spurs, always a favorite of the High Noon audience, helped the auction tempo selling anywhere from $700 for a generic pair of 1940’s Crocketts’, to $16,800 for a pair of Edward Bohlin Boots with maker-marked Spurs, to $20,160 for a fabulous silver inlaid set made around 1900 by the renowned and highly coveted G.S. Garcia of Elko, Nevada.  

Fine western art, an expanding portion of the annual High Noon auction, featured a wide variety of living and deceased artists highlighted by the Olaf Wieghorst Oil at $75,600 as well as a pair of Lon Megargee’s in the $8000-9000 range, a Will James drawing that featured the image of his beloved wife, Alice, at $8960 plus several Marjorie Reed’s in the $3000-5000 range. A canvas by Emil Lenders of 101 Ranch fame doubled the high estimate at $22,400 while an A.D. M. Cooper oil on board tripled the high estimate at $11,200.  

American Indian artifacts witnessed most Navajo rugs sell at or above their high estimates while a stunning, 1890’s Nez Perce Man’s Pictorial Beaded Vest probably set a record for the genre with a final bid of $24,600.  

Last, but certainly not least was a wonderful array of fine antique saddles highlighted by the Bohlin silver mounted child’s saddle made for the son of a flamboyant Mid-west state senator in the early 1930’s at $95,200 (est. $40,000-60,000), an important, early c. 1910 Brydon Brother’s silver “Peacock” saddle made for the wife of Lucky Baldwin, the founder of Santa Anita Race Track, at $39,200, a fancy, 1886 dated, Mexican Saddle at $22,400 plus several other saddles, either historical or silver-mounted, in the $13,000-20,000 range.  

Other notable auction results included an elaborate Cowgirl Outfit with Leggings at $3640, a fabulous pair of vintage Hamley Zebra Chaps at $10,800, a Gene Autry Suit with Luchesse Boots at $6600, a Baranger Mechanical Cowboy Window Display made in 1950  (est. $5000-7500) at $17,920, Gene Barry’s TV Colt from the 1958-1961 TV series, Bat Masterson at $5580, a pair of John Wayne signed Glendale High School Year Books at $3640, and a complete Edward H. Bohlin Gun Rig at $14,560. Several pieces of fine Braided Rawhide by master, Luis B. Ortega sold in the $3000-5000 range, a single 1500’s iron conquistador spur at $7280, while a beautiful & intricate contemporary Alfredo Campos braided multicolored, horsehair quirt set at a record $8210  (est. $2500 - 3500) 
Major western museums were well represented with Don Reeves bidding on behalf of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City as well as Michael Duchemin, Senior Curator of the Los Angeles based Autry National Center, James H. Nottage, Vice President and Chief Curator of the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indians and Western Art in Indianapolis, Byron Price from the Charles M. Russell Center for the Study of Art of the West in Oklahoma and representatives from the Beverly and Jim Rogers Museum of Lone Pine Film History in California.  

High Noon announced its 2006 dates as January 27th - 29th, returning to the downtown Phoenix Civic Plaza for the Show with the auction again at the Hyatt Regency, Saturday evening the 28th.  
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