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2004 Auction Recap

High Noon wrapped it’s 14th annual Old West Show & Auction in Mesa with record breaking show attendance and a lively 400 lot Saturday evening auction highlighted by the legendary 1911 Pendleton Round-Up Trophy Saddle along with some very spirited bidding on famous TV and Movie Cowboy memorabilia.

Linda Kohn-Sherwood, co-owner of the Los Angeles based gallery and auction house reported positive feedback from most of the 250 show dealers who expressed ebullience over the eagerly anticipated 2005 move from Mesa to an expanded venue at the Hyatt Regency & adjacent Phoenix Civic Plaza.

High End silver mounted Spurs, always a stable of the High Noon Sales, set the auction tempo selling anywhere from $16,500 for a marked pair of Ralph Graham Oregon spurs to $28,600 for a fabulous pair made in the late 1800’s by the renowned Anastasio Larios of Northern California.

Next came the Hollywood Cowboy Movie & Television Guns that saw both Lee Marvin’s Colt Single Action and John Wayne’s “fanner” from the John Ford 1962 masterpiece, The Man Who Shot Liberty Valence nearly triple pre-sale estimates at $16,500 & $18,700 respectively. TV’s Gunsmoke, aptly described in the auction catalogue as the “granddaddy of them all” did not disappoint with James Arness/Matt Dillon Colt bringing a whopping $24,200 and Festus (Ken Curtis) not far behind at $23,100. On the lighter side of Hollywood, Bob Hope’s comically oversized Cowboy Hat from Son of Paleface brought $3300 and his Trick Holster from Alias Jesse James, $4400. The dubious distinction of the only “unsold” Hollywood cowboy collectible went to Governator, Arnold Schwarznegger’s shirt from his only western – the very forgettable 1977 movie, The Villain.

Sales topper at $52,250 belonged to the immensely important 1911 Pendleton Round-Up Bronc Riding Championship Saddle won by John Spain in what many consider the most controversial finals in all Rodeo.

Other notable auction results included a Curtis Platinum Print at $11,550, 8” x 10” Olaf Wieghorst Oil Painting at $10,450, matched pair of 17th century Estribo De Cruz (Cross-Stirrups) at $18,700, a stunning 1880’s Yankton-Hidatas Quilled & Beaded Pipe Bag at $8800, a pair of intricately braided Isreal Medina rawhide reins at $4400, Les Garcia & Edward H. Bohlin silver saddle at $27,000 & $31,000 respectively, and an historic, Rancheros Visitadores Guitar & autographed guitar case at $12,100.

Major western museums were well represented with Don Reeves bidding on behalf of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City and John Gray, Executive Director of the Los Angeles based Autry National Center also in attendance.

High Noon announced its 2005 dates as January 22-23 at the new, Phoenix Civic Plaza venue with the Saturday evening Preview & Auction to be held in the adjacent, Hyatt Regency.

